Good afternoon Parents & Students, September 21, 2023

REMINDER — No school for Students on Friday, Sept. 22", as it is a PD Day for the Staff.

Principal’s Corner
wf’ ... that TA Norris is all about connection points? We are about creating spaces for
Dln You KNO ' students to feel connected to something they are passionate about and to other like-minded
peers. From athletics, daytime clubs, and after-school programs, we aim to provide all
students "a place to belong!" Keep an eye out for some exciting upcoming new connection
points with support from our Project Peace master Jenn Woods, our divisional Social/Emotional Behavioral
Consultant, Travis Mitten, his trusty sidekick, Murphy, and our friends Shannon and Christina from Empowering Youth
Mentorship program. Exciting things ahead for all students at TA Norris!

ATTENDANCE ITEMS:
It is a very busy time of year for everybody - if you know your child is going to be absent from school
@ for the day or longer — whether it be for illness, medical, dental, hockey, dance, other sports, musical

festival - please contact the OFFICE and inform us by calling 780-624-3144, my extension is 13303 and

leave a voicemail. Sending an email to the teacher is very nice, however, the teacher does not always
have the time to view emails prior to attendance time plus notify the office. If you would kindly “CC” Mrs. Guey as well
at Gueyl@prsd.ab.ca, this will save on the interrupting phone calls, emails and text messages while you are at work.
Thank you very much.

NEW SCHOOL SAFETY POLICY

Peace River School Division has changed their policy on school safety for the 2023-24 school year.
ALL doors to the school will be locked after the first bell (8:50am) in the safety of everyone within.
If you need to pick up your child early or are dropping them off from an appointment or are late for
school — please use the doorbell and camera at our Main Entrance (Flagpoles location); also, any
visitors and volunteers who need access will also need to use the Main Entrance.

STUDENT DROP-OFF:

Parents dropping off children for school, please instruct your child to use the Cross Walk in the
middle of the bus loop OR drop them off at the north end of the school yard near the mailboxes
and they will not have to cross roads or the bus lane at all. Students will then proceed directly to
the grade appropriate entrance. They should not be using the staff or main entrances. This is
very important and a safety issue for the students to be using the crosswalks.

School Cash Accounts

If there are any fees for your child, such as Hockey, Dance & Gymnastics, Yearbook, damaged or

C(:]Sh lost school textbooks, they will appear on your child’s account. Please take the time to set up your

5 n|ine SchoolCash account and make any outstanding fee payments. You will find the easy sign-up on the

% Peace River School Division’s website, the waffle buttons on the upper right-hand corner and
selecting School Cash Online Payments. This will also be used to order hot lunches once the

program has been organized (possibly by early October). Instructions Page 5.
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THE TERRY FOX WALK/RUN
TER RY FUX Monday, September 25, we will be hosting our annual Terry Fox Walk/Run. Your
child(ren) may be asking for donations to sponsor them for the run. Thank you very much

for your participation and contribution.

We continue to use School Messenger,
http://www.schoolmessenger.com/ which allows us to send information
in three ways:

By SMS — texts will go out to the cell phone numbers we have on file here at the school. If your phone
number has changed recently, please let us know! You need to opt into this service as indicated on the
attached information sheet.

By Email — we will continue to our send weekly email list of activities, however School Messenger will be used
for special bulletins.

By Phone — this allows us to send a pre-recorded message to your primary phone number. If there is no
answer, the message will be delivered to the other phone numbers we have on file until a connection is
made. Please wait for the school-initiated portion of the call to begin as School Messenger will consider the
call to be incomplete if you hang up during the introductory portion. Please opt into the SchoolMessenger

program — thank you. Please take this opportunity to register your phone to receive important
messages via text using the attached instructions (page 3).

\\\) SCHOOLMESSENGER®

Please feel free to visit the school website, http://www.tanorrismiddleschool.ca, to check for messages from Teachers,
Superintendent Messages and other information that may be of interest to you. Also, if you Like us on Facebook, you can be notified
of special items that may be of immediate interest. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us and we will do our best
to answer them or find the answers.
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The Trusted Platform

N . ®
\) S CHOOL M ESSENGER for School Community Engagement

Parents and Guardians
You can take advantage of our

Text Messaging Service

Reply with Y or Yes
to Opt-in.

Our school utilizes the SchoolMessenger
system to deliver text messages, straight to
your mobile phone with important
information about events, school closings,
safety alerts and more.*

You can participate in this free service* just
by sending a text message of “Y” or “Yes”
to our school’s short code number, 724665.

You can also opt out of these messages at
any time by simply replying to one of our
messages with “Stop”.

SchoolMessenger is compliant with the Student Privacy Pledge™, so you can
rest assured that your information is safe and will never be given or sold to
anyone.

Just send
ESY!! Or ‘GYes!!
to 724665

Opt-In from
your mobile
phone now!

[=]

O Information on SMS text messaging and Short Codes:

SMS stands for Short Message Service and is commonly referred to as a "text message". Most cell phones support this type
of text messaging. Our notification provider, SchoolMessenger, uses a true SMS protocol developed by the
telecommunications industry specifically for mass text messaging, referred to as “short code” texting. This method is fast,
secure and highly reliable because it is strictly regulated by the wireless carriers and only allows access to approved providers.
If you've ever sent a text vote for a TV show to a number like 46999, you have used short code texting.

*Tams and Conditions — Message frequency varies. Standard message and data rates may apply. Reply HELP for help. Text STOP to
cancel. Mobile carriers are not liable for delayed ar undelivered messages. See schoolmessenger.com/tm for more info
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Register for SchoolCash Online today

It’s fast, easy & free

Create an account today so that you can be notified via email and pay for your child(ren)’s school activity fees online.

Why register?

e 24/7 shopping convenience

e Secure, contactless & easy-to-use

e Receive email notifications as new items are available for purchase

e Manage all of your child(ren)’s school activity fees from a single account

e Check your account history at any time
e View & print receipts as needed

s Eliminates the need for your child(ren) to carry cash

How to register

How to add children to your account

e Go to https://prsd.schoolcashonline.com and click
Register.

o Enter your first name, last name, email
address, and create a password

o Select a security question

o Select Yes to receive email notifications (note
that you will not receive any promotional
emails)

e You will receive a confirmation via email. Check your
Spam folder if you don’t receive it.

e Use your email address and password to log in to
your account.

How to make a payment

e Sign in to SchoolCash Online:
https://prsd.schoolcashonline.com.

e At the top of the page, navigate to My Account.
e From the dropdown menu, select My Students.
e Click to add a child:

o Type your school board name.

o Choose your school from the list.

o Enter your child’s details. You may add up to 8
students to your account.

o Click Confirm.

e Select the item which you would like to purchase & click Add to Cart.

e Once you have finished adding items to your cart, click Continue to make a payment.

@ KEV © 2021 KEV Group. All rights reserved. Product & company names mentioned herein may be
SCHOOL SOLUTIONS trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners. Errors & omissions excepted.

MANAGE EVERY DOLLAR
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ALBERTA
EDUCATION

Office of the Minister
MIA, Calgary - Bow

Dear Parents,

Another school year has started and as Alberta’s new Minister of Education, I want to introduce
myself and give you a quick update about some of the things your government has been doing to
ensure our students are set up for success.

A top priority for my parents was getting me a high-quality education, since I’'m a second
generation Calgarian. Having immigrated to Calgary in the 1970s their educational opportunities
were limited, and they firmly believed that a strong education is the path to greater success and
prosperity. I took their advice to heart and went on to earn my PhD in political science and
conflict resolution. I’m passionate about education and will work hard to set our students up for
success.

As the 2023/24 school year gets underway there are several important highlights I want to share
with you.

I firmly believe that the upcoming school year will give students the tools and resources
they need to succeed.

Here are some of the things that we are working on:

1) We are injecting new funding to start the school year off on the right foot.
For the current school year, Alberta’s government has increased funding to many of our
school divisions to make sure they have the financial resources they need to give our kids a
world-class education. Funding has increased by seven per cent from last year increasing the
total amount of taxpayer dollars going directly to our school divisions to $7.4 billion. In
addition, a new Classroom Complexity Grant will be implemented which provides
$126 million over three years in new funding to help school authorities hire more educational
assistants to help our teachers manage classrooms that are increasingly more complex with
more students with diverse learning needs. As well, our hardworking teachers will also
receive a two per cent salary increase this September as part of a deal reached with teachers
last year and finally, we are providing $414 million in new funding, a 32 per cent increase, to
help bus another 80,000 students to school.

2) We are hiring more teachers and staff in our classrooms.
As students head back to class, they may start to see new friendly faces in their school.
Budget 2023 provided funding to hire up to 3,000 new educational staff over three years,
including teachers, educational assistants, bus drivers and other school support staff such as
speech language pathologists and psychologists. Ensuring students have the supports they
need to succeed in and out of the classroom is a top priority of mine.

228 Legislature Building, 10800 — 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta TSK 2B6 Canada Telephone 780-427-5010 Fax 780-427-5018
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3)

4)

We are focused on improving student mental health.

Alberta’s government is supporting almost 80 mental health pilot projects across the
province, with an investment of $50 million. These projects will encourage student well-
being through new and innovative approaches to providing supports and services like
counselling, social and emotional learning, student assessment and training for school staff.
For more information, please click here.

We will continue to lead the country in early literacy and numeracy assessments.

As a father of two, I want to know how my girls are progressing in their academic journey
and I know many of you want the same. In September of 2022, Alberta’s government
implemented new mandatory literacy and numeracy screening assessments for all students in
Grades 1 — 3. These assessments will help identify students who are struggling with literacy
and numeracy skill development and inform teacher intervention lesson plans and techniques
to improve student skills. Based on school reporting, these interventions are working. I am
very proud of the work that is being done here. Please know Alberta is leading the country
with this type of early assessment and screening and will continue to foster new and
improved ways to improve the education system. For more information, please click here.

In closing, I want to thank and acknowledge all our hardworking teachers, educational assistants,
principals, and other school support staff. The work that you do is deeply acknowledged and
appreciated by Alberta’s government and I want to express my personal appreciation for your
work. I look forward to serving as our province’s Minister of Education for our great province
and am confident we can continue to provide every student with a world-class education.

Best,

.

Demetrios Nicolaides ECA PhD
Minister of Education



