Good afternoon Parents & Students, September 23", 2022

Reminder — no school, Friday — Sept 30; Truth & Reconciliation Day

Principal’s Corner - Did You Know . . .

DID YOlI KNOW? .. .that TA Norris is all about connection points? We are about creating spaces for
studentsto feel connected to something they are passionate about and to other like
minded peers. From athletics, daytime clubs, and afrool programs, we aim to

provide al students "a place to belong!" Keep an eye out for some exciting upcoming new connection points
with support from our Project Peace master Jenn Woods, our divisional Social/Emotional Behavioral
Consultant,Travis Mitten, his trusty sidekick, Murphy, angr driendsShannon and Christina from Empowering
Youth Mentorship program. Excitinigings ahead for all studentg TA Norris!

ATTENDANCE ITEMS:

If you know your child is going to be absent from school for the day or lenger

whether it be for illness, medical, dental, hockey, dance, other sports, musical festival
please contact the OFFIB¥ calling 786624-3144, my extnsion is 13303 and leave a
voicemail. Sending an email to the teacher is very nice, however, the teacher does not
always have the time to view emails prior to attendance time plus notify the offideasanclude

Mrs. Guey as well d&ueyl@prsd.ab.cathis will save on the interrupting phone calls, emails and text
messages while you are at work. Thank you very much.

New School Safety Policy

Peace River School Division has changed pladiicy on school safetipr the 202223
school year ALL doors to the school ik lockedfor the safety of everyone within. If
you need to pick up your chilhrly orare dropping offrom an appointment or are late
for school-we should be set uphortlywith doorbells and cameraat our Main
Entrance (south side of the school where the flag poles are situédedhny visitorsand
volunteerswho need acces® the building.

Please call the office at 7824-3144for accesgplease see atizhednotice).

Terry Fox Run — Wednesday, September 28th

T.A. Norris Middle School is proud to be continuing the legacy of one of our greatest heroes.
We will be holding our Terry Fox half hour walk along the dike. Please join us and support this
wonderful cause by donating tbitp://www.terryfox.ca/TANorrisMiddle Together, we can all
make a difference!

NATIONAL

TERRY
FOX

DAY

Orange Shirt Day

In recognition of Truth & Reconciliation Day, we ask that everybody wear an
orange shirt.To honor Residential School Survivors and share in the Spirit of
Reconciliation and Hope, Every Child Matters.

Truth & Reconciliation Day - Friday, Sept 30" — No school
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D < . We continue to usé&chool Messenger,

\\j SCHOOLMESSENGER®  hitp://www.schoolmessenger.comivhichallows us to send
information in three ways:

By SMS-texts will go out to the cell phone numbers we have on file here at the schibpbur phone
number has changed recently, please let us knovidu need to opt into this service as indicated on
the attached information sheet.
By Email-we will continue to our send weekly email list of activities, however School Messenger will
be used for special tietins.
By Phone-this allows us to send a pirecorded message to your primary phone numbHithere is
no answer, the message will be delivered to the other phone numbers we have on file until a
connection is madePlease wait for the schoahitiated portion of thecall to begin as School
Messenger will consider the call to be incomplete if you hang up during the introductory
portion. Please opt intahe SchooMessenger program thank you.

Headphones

There will be moments where students will need to udeeadset or earbuds
in their class. Unfortunately, we only have a limited amount available at the
office and once this supply has been depletee will not be replenishing our
supply. If youchild uses headphones or earlsifdequently in class, perhaps
you may want to purchase their own pair.

9SS e D School Meal Programs

°.Q ”/’J 1. Hot Lunch

?\ " = We will be providing more information in the very near future
2. Breakfast Program

- We havebreakfast available for students every morning.

School fees: Ccontactless Payments

Peace River School Division is eliminating payments by cash or cheque in school
offices Please see the attached letter about contactless paymer@shooCash
—which includes instructions to create an account if you do not have one already.

Please feel free to visit the school websitap://www.tanorrismiddleschool.cato check for messages from
Teachers, Superintendent Messages and other information that may be of interest tAlgouf you.ike us on
Facebook, you can be notified of special items that may be of immediate inténgsti have any questions,
please feel free to contact us and we will do our best to answer them or find the answers.
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Superintendent’s Message

Welcome Back and National Day of Truth &amp; Reconciliation

Welcomeback to another school year!

As your Superintendent, | believe in the power of Public Education, and | see the benefits that our
students experience when we all do our part to support them as they reach for their goals and dreams.
This year, | am lookingrwvard to seeing students become more confident in their skills while they
challenge themselves in their studies and extracurricular activities. As a team, we hope to instill students
with the courage and belief that they can accomplish anything theyhmit minds to.

Here at the Peace River School Division, we are committed to providing students with a safe and
inclusive learning environment. Our educational staff continuously provide many opportunities for
students to participate in a wide range of &entic activities throughout the year that allow them to
expand their knowledge and grow as individuals.

In the week leading up to the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, all schools are engaged in
learning activities to support healing andderstanding between Indigenous and nlmdigenous

peoples. Many families and schools are showing their support by participating in a fundraiser to support
local residential school survivors and their families by purchasing Orange shirts through Sagitawa
Friendship Society. Other activities vary school by school, but some examples include participating in
the commemorative tile project as described on the Project of Heart website, engaging in Métis inspired
dot art, and designing feathers with supportiveessages on them to be shared with residential school
survivors.

Furthermore, the Board of Trustees, the PRSD-Ratism Committee and other PRSD staff will have the

opportunity to learn from Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta more about the significanCeeaty
relationships. This day of |l earning will deepen our
initiative to honour the Treaty 8 flag and the Métis flag at all of our schools. We are looking forward to

continuing flag raising Ceremonies tbghool year.

Il '"m excited to witness our students grow throughout
their classrooms, and | am eager to facilitate these kinds of events for them. | believe our commitment

to creating safe and inclusive leamg conditions for all students will be further enhanced as we

implement diverse educational opportunities for all.

| wish you all a wonderful 2022023 school year ahead!

Adam Murray
Superintendent of Schools

River School Division s

cher - Success for All
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What's Happening:
Starting this year, schools will be
keeping their doors locked

throughout the day and utilizing
doorbells with cameras for any
volunteers or visitors who need
access inside the building.

The Benefits:
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Testimonial:

(1 Implementing these changes has been

e Schools will have more fantastic. Our entire staff breathed a sigh
control over who of relief when the decision was made,
e and we didn’t realize how badly we
enters the buuldlng needed this until we had it. The safety of
our students is our main concern and this
* These m?asures allows us to provide them with an even
ensure higher levels of safer environment at school.
StUdent safety - Shannon Fraser, Fairview High School Principal

¢ Schools will be more
secure and productive

Keeping students safe is our first priority!




The Trusted Platform
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Parents and Guardians
You can take advantage of our

Text Messaging Service

Reply with Y or Yes

Our school utilizes the SchoolMessenger to Opt-In.

system to deliver text messages, straight to
your mobile phone with important
information about events, school closings,
safety alerts and more.*

You can participate in this free service* just
by sending a text message of “Y” or “Yes”
to our school’s short code number, 724665.

You can also opt out of these messages at
any time by simply replying to one of our
messages with “Stop”.

SchoolMessenger is compliant with the Student Privacy Pledge™, so you can
rest assured that your information is safe and will never be given or sold to

anyone.
[m]:ce [m]

e Information on SMS text messaqging and Short Codes:

SMS stands for Short Message Service and is commonly referred fo as a "text message". Most cell phones support this type
of text messaging. Our notification provider, SchoolMessenger, uses a true SMS protocol developed by the
telecommunications industry specifically for mass text messaging, referred to as “short code” texting. This method is fast,
secure and highly reliable because it is strictly regulated by the wireless carriers and only allows access to approved providers.
If you've ever sent a text vote for a TV show to a number like 46999, you have used short code texting.

Just send
“Y” or “Yes”
to 724665

Opt-In from
your mobile
phone now!

*Tams and Conditions — Message frequency varies. Standard message and data rates may apply. Reply HELP for help. Text STOP to
cancel. Mobile carriers are not liable for delayed or undelivered messages. See schoolmessenger.com/tm for more info
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Peace River School Division
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Dear families

We are so excited to start the new school year! We have missed being
able to engage in person with our students and watch them as learning
takes place.

As you know we have made several modifications to how we operate to
mitigate the risk of COVID-19. | want to assure you that the health and
safety of your family and our staff is our highest priority.

School Fees to be Paid Online

As part of those modifications, we are asking you to use our online
payment system to purchase school items and pay any fees. It will be
mandatory to make all purchases online. School staff will no longer be
accepting cash or cheques from parents/students. Cash can play a
significant role in virus transmission, and we are working toward
following the World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations to use
contactless payments to mitigate virus spread.

Paying Online

Paying school fees online is fast and easy and can be done from any
computer or smartphone. Getting setup is three simple steps:

1. Create Your Profile: Go to www.prsd.schoolcashonline.com and click
on “Get Started Today”.

OTHER BENEFITS OF
ONLINE PAYMENT

Convenient: You can pay
when you want and how
you want.

Secure: Our online payment
provide School Cash Online
is designed with financial
security at its core. Your
payments are securely

processed.

Less Loss: Children no
longer carry cash that they
can misplace or forget.

Safety: Children are no
longer targets of theft.

2. Confirm Your Email: Check your inbox for the email confirmation and click on the link inside. Sign in

with your new login details.

3. Add a Student: Click “Add Student” and fill in the required fields with your child’s details.

| have included an online payment instructions flyer on how to sign up and use School Cash Online which

contains more details.

Helping to Keep Everyone Safe

On behalf of our school, | want to thank you in advance for helping us implement processes, like paying

online, that help keep everyone safe.
Together we can make a difference!

Sincerely,

Peace River School Division



